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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, September 10th, the WFRC club held 
the final outdoor monthly meeting for the season at 
the Montissippi Park flying field. The weather was 
excellent for flying before and after the meeting. 
 The meeting was called to order by vise president 
Joel Dirnberger at 7:15 PM. There were four officers 
and 5 members in attendance. There was no meeting 
last month so minutes were not up for approval. Perry 
Dziuk gave a treasury report. He had $50 in revenue 
and $75.01 of expenses for the August fun fly and 
$117.57 for lawn mowing service. The current balance 
is $4125.84
 Wayne Vandenboom presented a financial proposal 
he had worked on to get the club over one hurdle in 
seeking to put in a hard surface runway at the 
Montissippi Park flying field. It consisted of getting 
funding for up to $3,850 project cost by combining a 
loan to the club plus a limit of $2,000 draw down on 
the treasury along with a temporary rise in club annual 
dues. 
 Specifically, the club would take a loan from a 
willing club member and pay 3% interest for the loan. 
Wayne proposed that the loan be $1,850 to be paid 
back over three 6-month installments of $650. The 
first payment based on starting spending on the 
project this fall or next spring would be due May 1st, 
2014 and each 6 month interval after that. The club 
dues would be raised by $20 per year ($70 total for 
adult open member) thru 2016 and thereafter return 
to the current $50 level. New members after 2016 
would pay a one time $30 runway fee to help equalize 
what the current membership paid toward the runway 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, October 8th, 2013.

 It will be held in Room 30 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

Ed Note: room had not been finalized at this time.

improvement. 
 The financing was predicated on a mat runway 
which had been researched last year and the year 
before that by Clair Madsen and Garth Landefeld, 
respectively. There would also be an opportunity to 
apply for a field improvement grant from AMA for up 
to 10% of the project cost. Wayne made a motion that 
the club approve this financial plan. After a discussion 
the motion was seconded by member Dan Michael. 
The vote of the attendees was 9-0 in favor of the 
motion. As there were currently 31 paid members in 
the club, it was decided to email all members and use a 
16 vote majority to accept the motion.
 Jeff Nelson asked if we were going to continue our 
winter meetings at the Monticello middle school under 
the auspices of Monticello Community education. He 
had contacted them and the room reservation fees 
have increased from $3 per hour to $7 per hour. The 
club authorized Jeff to arrange for a meeting room for 
1 ½ hours per month from October through April. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Upcoming Events 
Anoka County RC Fall  Fly-out - On October 5th, 
ACRC Club will hold their annual event at the club 
field in East Bethel. The noon lunch features a pig 

The Wright Flyer

Volume 27 Issue 10	
 AMA #4143	
 October 2013

	
 Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

	
 Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc


2

roast. Flying and lunch is open to everyone.

WFRC Club Float Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Finally, near perfect weather for one of our club 
events. It was a bit cloudy but neither wind nor 
precipitation was a factor. Mark Shobe was the master 
of ceremonies for this final event of the season. He 
got help from Dave Nims who supplied the retrieval 
boat. Dave had a pretty easy day. There were only a 
couple of  airplane retrievals for the whole day. 
 Mark grilled up hamburgers for everyone at noon 
and lots of cookies and pastries were available 
throughout the event. We even were able to get a 
couple of pilots outside the club through a last minute 
posted invite to the MARCEE members on their 
Yahoo Group site. The park facilities were as good as 
you could get, facilitating convenient dining and non-
stop flying. Joel Dirnberger brought along three of his 
amphibious BluFO's for anyone to try. These might 
foreshadow the direction of the next club build this 
winter to motivate more of our members to go down 
to the beach.
 Along with Joel's electric fleet, all but Wayne 
Vandenboom's glow powered plane were electric 
powered. Of course, MARCEE members Bob Svare 
and Jeff Slater had about ½ dozen electrics in their 
fleet. Mark Shobe had his Flyzone DH Beaver on 
floats that enabled him to have very successful first 
flights off  the water.
 Leo Davids put his whistling amphibian, a Model 
Aero Aqua Jet up for a couple of flights. Fortunately, 
there weren't many dogs being walked in the park to 
be annoyed by the high pitched EDF.
 Although the pilot turnout was a bit thin for our 
float fly, everyone bringing a plane got the opportunity 
to fly as much as they wanted without having to wait in 
line. Non-flying members and family in attendance did 
outnumber the pilots but they were able to watch lots 
of flying and have a nice lunch besides. All that bodes 
well for growing the turnout for future float fly's.
A calm day on Lake Orono

Joel with a Blu FO

The MARCEE Van

Joel, Leo & Wayne’s planes

Leo’s Aqua Jet
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How to Prevent Sparking
by Scott Paschen (Sept 2013 AMA Insider)
Photo 1.

 When connecting a LiPo pack to the controller, 
strong sparking commonly occurs. Fast charging of 
the controller filter capacitors causes this.
 The higher the voltage equals the higher the cell 
count, and the lower the internal resistance means the 
better the quality of the pack. The better the 
capacitors in the controller and the higher the capacity 
of  the capacitors, the bigger the spark.
 In addition to the small shock (because of the 
sparking), the charging current of the capacitors may 
be, in extreme cases, so great that damage or 
destruction of  the capacitors occurs.
 A simple procedure can eliminate sparking when 
connecting the battery pack, thus protecting the filter 
capacitors.
 How to connect the positive leg or wire is shown in 
Photo 1.
 Connectors, as well as the resistor, are insulated by 
heat-shrink tubing and shown in Photo 2.

How to connect the battery:

1. Connect the “–” leg of the battery to the “–” on the 
controller.
2. In the positive circuit, first connect the “+” leg of 
the controller to the auxiliary connector (to which a 
resistor with tens of ohms is connected in serial). This 
will limit the charging current when connecting the 
wires and will charge the filter capacitors without 
sparking.
3. Now connect the power wires (sparking will not 
occur). You may start the motor now.
 There are no special requirements on the auxiliary 
connector. The current is small (1 to 2 amps) and lasts 
for a short time.
 There are also no requirements on the resistor. Any 
type is sufficient such as metallized 0.6W, size 0207, 
value between 20 to 50Ω depending on the voltage of 
the battery pack. Also, those for 4-6 LiPos use 20Ω, 
for 10 LiPos 33Ω, those for 12-15 LiPos that use 51Ω 
will work. However, it is not necessary to use these 
exact values because of  wide variation.
 Connect the positive leg
 Connect the new auxiliary connector first. 
Capacitors are charged with small current. Sparking 
will not occur. (Photo 3.)

 Now connect the power connectors (sparking will 
not occur). The main current to the controller and the 
motor during operation passes through these power 
connectors and conductors. (Photo 4.)

Tips & Tricks
Sept 2013 AMA Insider
Reasons why engines lean out and quit
—from the Rouge Eagles R/C Club, Medford OR
• The high-speed needle valve is too lean. 
• The muffler pressure line came off. 
• The fuel filter has opened up (the halves are loose). 
• There’s a split in the fuel line, usually at the fuel 

tank. 

Jeff & Bob’s 
fleet (our 
MARCEE 

guests)
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• The fuel tank is foaming, causing air bubbles in 
the fuel line. 

Fuel Proof  that Firewall
—from the Beresford Area Radio Flyers, SD
 The firewall or engine compartment of models 
powered by nitro and gas engines can incur damage if 
left unprotected. Paint, epoxy, and CA can provide 
protection. The paint can be sprayed or brushed on, 
and the epoxy should be thinned with a little rubbing 
alcohol and applied with a brush. Thin CA can be 
dripped on the surface and allowed to soak in, but 
thick CA should be rubbed in with your finger; of 
course, it’s a good idea to wrap your finger in plastic.

AMA Insider to Retire in 2014
Ashley Rauen, AMA Insider editor
 After more than 25 years, AMA Insider will come to 
an end. With all of the new resources available 

through AMA’s continually growing website and other 
e-newsletters, members have plenty of places to get 
information on clubs and flying. Insider’s final issue 
will be November 2013.
 I would like to take the time to thank all of the 
authors and contributors who have helped shape this 
publication throughout the years. A special thank you 
to Ed McCullough, technical editor for many years, 
and columnists Rusty Kennedy, Jim Wallen, Jim Rice, 
Jim Tiller, and AMA president, Bob Brown.

Ed Note: The AMA Insider has been my primary source for 
articles for our newsletter. I will try to find another that provides 
some of  equal value.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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